S

||I—||

Search in Audio-Visual

This is an account of the presence of SAPIR at CeBIT. It covers both activities at the
SAPIR booth (demos, contacts) and personal impressions of the SAPIR partners who
were present at CeBIT.

SAPIR booth

The SAPIR booth was located
in Hall 9 within the Saarland
University stand (pictured
left) that included other
research ingtitutes, mainly
DFKI. In the rest of the Hall,
there were other companies,
such as IBM, universities, and
research institutes, such as
Fraunhofer Gesselschaft, and
German public organizations.

The general impression is that the Saarland stand was clearly above the average,
comparing to other stands in the area. Our stand attracted quite a number of people.

We were close to a corridor in a
visible area but surrounded by two
stands using 3D graphics that caught
the eye of the general public. Our
audience, although less, was often
more specialised.

The stand (pictured right) consisted
of a small high table, which was
able to host three laptops for demos.
The poster above the table had
general  information about the
project, and a brochure stand in front
to advertise our project.

The audience coming to the stand
could usually be attended by two
presenters. This gave other people
the chance to go around the area and
learn about other institutes and their
research.



The demos

We presented the following demos during the CeBIT days:
Our mainstream image demo, accessing the 50M collection.
The music search demo by Padova.
The video search demo by Eurix.
The SENSE socia search by MPI.
The Mufin demo running on the experimental 100M collection.
The faceted search demo by IBM.

The demos proved to be rock solid, with only minor glitches probably due to the
overstressed network connectivity we had available.

We performed demos in English, German (thanks to Edwin and Tom) and some
explanations also in Spanish to a representation of the Colombian government. Often
the demos were given among various people, using each one’s knowledge to their
particular domain to the fullest extent.

We were very vocal about our system being opened to public in ‘just afew weeks' after
CeBIT. We said to people that gave us business cards that we would contact them as
soon as the demo is open to the public.

The response to the demos was generally good. Some remarks to this include:
People are particularly interested in video search. There are a number of other
projects dealing with similarity search on video, and they were interested in our
results and our architectural approach. All groups working in this field complain
about the difficulties of obtaining a collection of video to be used in their
projects.

In the image demo we stressed the overall improvement of using text+similarity
compared with just search -- ‘the Google way' as we labelled it. People were
particularly impressed at the huge size of our collection. Most other projects
using similarity search use databases below the 10k image mark. Some use
rather different approaches to improve search (e.g., semantic technologies).

In the music demo we stressed the different and more powerful approach taken
in comparison with other exact-match music searches. People looked surprised
when for example piano queries led to orchestral results of the same piece.

People have difficulties understanding our P2P approach. They immediately
think of issues closer to file-sharing applications. We usually responded along
the lines that P2P and distributed computing are our underlying philosophy, but
that our system does not necessarily need to be running in the end user's
machines, although our architecture is flexible enough to permit that if needed as
well. After our explanations most people appeared to be convinced.

Some people were even alowed to do the demo on their own :) Usually they
were people who we felt were quite interested on the system and wanted to see
to which extent it performed correctly. Generally they were satisfied with the



results they got on their own, which also dissipated their possible feeling that we
were just choosing queries that had good results.

Usually when people came to our booth their interest was not in the complete
project but into parts of the SAPIR project. Their focus was either on the text
and image-, music- or video search.



